Fall-Lesson 3 

Mapping of Tree Color
Time: Approximately 45-50 minutes.

Science Standard:
Plants and animals have life cycles that are part of their adaptations for survival in their natural environments.

Goal:
Student will map tree colors of the school yard.

Student will be able to identify what a tree line is.

Students will tag the sugar maple tree in the schoolyard. We will be following for Project Budburst.

Materials:
Plain piece of paper

Clipboard

Box of crayons

Pencil

String for tagging a sugar maple

Procedure:

1. Reintroduce that we will be following the sugar maple tree and will be going outside to map the colors of the forest tree line.

2. Ask students if they know what is meant by the phrase “tree line”.

3. Provide for students a model or picture of a sketch of a tree line and notice the different levels for observing. Students will be observing trees and should not spend a lot of time on sketching the swing set but should focus on the trees. Students will continue to observe the same section of the tree line each time they return outside.
4. Have students label their drawing with the heading “Mapping Tree Color” and the date.

5. Review with students expectations for observing in nature. Students will sit by themselves and focus on the task at hand.

6. Pass out materials (crayons, paper, clipboard, etc.)

7. Go outside and allow students to sketch and color for about 20 minutes. 

8. After collecting materials, walk over to the forest area and have students identify sugar maples and tag the sugar maple tree we will be watching. 

9. Return inside and talk about the drawings and the observations. 

10. Students will place drawing in the students’ science binders.

